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Study of the Periodization and Chronology
of the Chawuhu Culture

Sun Shaoqing

KEYWORDS: Xinjiang  Chawuhu Cemetery =~ Mohuchahan Cemetery
Chawuhu Culture  Periodization and Chronology

ABSTRACT: The Chawuhu culture is one of the prehistoric painted pottery cultures
of Xinjiang, named after the excavation of the Chawuhu cemetery. The typological
analysis of Chawuhu cultural artifacts remains incomplete. The upper limit of its
absolute dating is generally considered to be around 1000 BC, while the lower limit
is more contentious. By focusing on the Chawuhu and Mohuchahan cemeteries, along
with evidence from other sites, it is possible to discuss the chronological phases of the
Chawuhu culture. The culture can be divided into four phases and eight sub-phases, with
an absolute date range from around 1000 BC to the turn of the Common Era, and possibly
as early as the 11th century BC. The Chawuhu culture developed on the foundation of the
Xintala cultural remains, under the strong influence of the Andronovo culture. Throughout
its development, it was significantly and continuously impacted by the Subeixi culture and
exerted varying degrees of influence on neighboring cultures. However, the processes of
social complexity of the Chawuhu culture remain unclear.

TR # B

- 122 -

FEM  hitps://www.cnki.net



