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Abstract: This paper proposes a hypothesis through textual analysis and ethnological materials
that the idiom "Wang Ruo Yue" (£#5F) in bronze inscriptions refers to the king's speech delivered
in a state of divine obsession. Consequently, the content following "Wang Ruo Yue" was narrated
by the former king in the first person and should not be interpreted as the actual words of the
contemporary king. The distinct connotations of "Wo Yi Ren" (Ft—A) and "Yu Yi Ren" (&x—N\) in
bronze inscriptions strongly support this hypothesis. Furthermore, this hypothesis is corroborated
by the records of official appointments in the Western Zhou dynasty documented in Shang Shu. A
comparison between the content of "Wang Ruo Yue" and ethnological materials reveals the existence
of a shamanistic religious concept in the Shang and Zhou dynasties. Essentially, "Wang Ruo Yue"
served as a rhetorical device employed by rulers to achieve specific political objectives.
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