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Abstract: This article investigates the chronological sequence of tombs M65, M28, and M111 in the cemetery of marquises of
the Zeng State at the Yejiashan Site. In the light of typological analysis of bronzeware inscribed with “Zeng Hou (Marquis of the
Zeng State)”, bronze vessels without any clan emblem or inscription, and proto-porcelain ware, the relative chronological order
of the three mausoleums has been determined as M28—M65—M111. Based on comparative analysis of unearthed items and
same-kind objects that were of other vassal states, the absolute ages of these mausoleums have been determined. M28 dates to the
Cheng-Kang period, M65 to the reign of King Zhao, and M111 to the early reign of King Mu. Furthermore, given the connections
of unearthed funerary objects, together with findings concerning the spatial arrangement of marquises’ tombs and their consorts’
burials in the cemetery of the Zeng State of the Spring and Autumn Period, this article conjectures about tombs of consorts of Jian
and Kang, two marquises of the Zeng State. It is guessed that the occupant of tomb M2 is the consort of Marquis Jian of the Zeng
State, and that the occupant of tomb M27 is the consort of Marquis Kang of the Zeng State.
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