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A Functional Study on Chipped Lithic Artifacts from Tanghu site of the Peiligang Culture
CAO Junyang, CUI Tianxing, XIN Yingjun
(Beijing 100872) (Zhengzhou, Henan 450001) ( Zhengzhou, Henan 450000)

Abstract: In the archaeological study of Neolithic stone artifacts, discussion of chipped lithic arti-
facts, flakes, and chunks is relatively scarce compared to polished lithic tools, which exhibit a stronger
form-function correlation. Research focusing on the function of chipped lithic artifacts from the Peili-
gang Culture at Tanghu site helps to address this gap. The form-technological study reveals that the
Tanghu chipped lithic artifacts represent a technological continuation of the local Paleolithic flake stone
industry tradition, reflecting an expedient tool-use behavior. Use-wear analysis indicates that some spec-
imens were likely used for cutting medium-soft materials such as branches and grass plants (e.g., millet
and broomcorn millet). Experimental use analysis of the chipped lithic tools provides supporting evi-
dence for this interpretation. These findings indicate that chipped lithic artifacts, potentially used as har-
vesting tools, were suitable for temporary task scenarios, such as supplementing labor during peak agri-
cultural seasons. Their use reflects emerging demands for agricultural implements after the middle peri-
od of the Peiligang Culture.

Keywords: Peiligang Culture; Chipped lithic artifacts; Use-wear analysis; Use experiment; Prehis-
torical agriculture
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Newly Unearthed Five Dynasties Exorcism Wooden Figures from Yangzhou
WANG Hualong, WANG Xiaoxiao, WEI Xu
(YYangzhou, Jiangsu 225009) (Yangzhou, Jiangsu 225002) (Yangzhou, Jiangsu 225007)

Abstract: Three exorcism wooden figurines (two groups) were recently excavated from Tombs
M93 at Houzhuang and M268 at Xizhuang in Yangzhou's northern suburbs, dating to the Five Dynasties
period. This study analyzes the ink inscriptions on these figurines: the M93 figurine enhances our under-
standing of Wufang (Five Directions) exorcism rituals, while the partially preserved inscription on the
M268 figurine reveals previously undocumented content. A systematic review of sixteen published
Tang-Song exorcism figurine texts enables their classification into four categories comprising six dis-
tinct types.

Keywords: Yangzhou; tombs of the Five Dynasties; wooden figures; classification
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