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ABSTRACT: In 2020, excavation at the Five-Dragon Temple in the Wudang Mountain, Hubei Province, has recently unearthed
a stone tablet dating to the Yongle reign of the Ming Dynasty. The stone inscription records a historical event in which the Emperor
Yongle instructed Taoist master Zhang Yuqing to perform a rite known as the ‘Great Offering to the Veil Heavens’ at the Wudang

Mountain, followed by the rite of casting-dragons at the Five-Dragon Temple. This paper examines the aim and context of the sacrificial

prayer festival by analyzing the stone inscriptions and historical texts, with a particular focus on the the casting-dragons ritual.
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