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ABSTRACT: The system of official burial seals during the Three Kingdoms, Western and Eastern Jin, and

Northern and Southern Dynasties was inherited from the Han Dynasty but more complex. Official seals excavated

Bestowed Funeral

from tombs of this period fall into two categories: practical official seals and specially manufactured funerary minggqi
seals, with the latter found exclusively in southern China. Historical records indicate that bestowed burial seals
during this era included forms such as imperial beeswax seals granted by imperial decree, posthumously awarded
seals and ribbons of the deceased’s original office, retroactively granted seals and ribbons, and post-burial retroactive
bestowals. Recipients were primarily high-ranking officials and nobles, with a trend toward expanding eligibility.
Among these, beeswax seals emerged as high-status funerary minggi during the Wei and Jin periods, while others
were likely practical seals. Practical seals buried with the deceased primarily included those bestowed by imperial
authority or those voluntarily interred by officials, such as military, ethnic administrative, or honorary titles, which
lacked strict retrieval systems. After the Sui and Tang periods, as official position-based seals were largely replaced

by institutional government seals, the practice of burying official seals became rare.
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