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Regional Variations in the Southward Expansion of Wangwan Phase 111 Culture and the
Western Route Tradition
ZHANG Hengheng, JIN Song’an
(Zhengzhou, Henan 450001)

Abstract: The southward expansion of Wangwan Phase 111 culture exhibited distinct regional varia-
tions in both spatial influence and transmission routes. In terms of regional impact, the cultural influence
generally weakened along a north-south gradient, forming three discernible tiers of decreasing intensity.
Regarding transmission routes, notable differences emerged between eastern and western pathways.
Compared to the eastern route, the western route notably preserved the cultural tradition of rounded-bot-
tom jars across broader geographical contexts. In the southwestern Henan and northwestern Hubei re-
gions along the western route, local cultures integrated the short-legged tripod ding vessel elements of
the Meishan variant (Wangwan Phase Il culture) with cultural traditions from the Three Gorges area,
ultimately forming a distinctive rounded-bottom jar cultural system. Following its formation, this cultur-
al system expanded northward along the Dan River, profoundly influencing the development of the
Donglongshan culture in southeastern Shaanxi.

Keywords: Wangwan Phase Il culture; regional variations; cultural tradition
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