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Inverted Motifs on Shang and Western Zhou Bronze Vessels
XI Le

(Institute of Archaeology, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing,100101)

Abstract: Inverted motifs represent a recurring decorative strategy on bronze vessels from the Shang and
Western Zhou periods. These can be broadly categorized into two types based on compositional logic. Type A
inversion results from the viewer’s visual perception rather than deliberate intent by the artisan, whereas Type
B reflects intentional design decisions made in response to the vessel’s spatial or formal constraints. Analysis
of these motifs reveals that bronze vessels unearthed in southern regions or those exhibiting southern stylistic
traits often employ different layout strategies from those found in the Central Plains. Nevertheless, they share
similar production techniques, vessel forms, and motif types, suggesting sustained cultural influence from the
Central Plains on southern bronze—making traditions.

Key words: Shang through Western Zhou; bronze vessels; inverted motifs; decorative layout; southern
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