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Abstract: Gatehouse image in the Guanzhong region emerged in response to new tomb passage forms
introduced during the Sixteen Kingdoms period, and developed further alongside mural painting traditions in
the Northern Zhou. By the early to high Tang period, it had become a prominent visual marker within the spa-
tial design of tomb passages. These depictions frequently appear in high—status Tang burials and closely
echo the image of palace gates, showing the royal or aristocratic identity of the tomb occupant. The non—real-
ist image found in gatehouse murals and related tomb passage paintings often incorporates Buddhist and Dao-
ist visual symbols, reflecting the Tang elite’ s multifaceted visions of the ideal afterlife.
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