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ABSTRACT: Ancestral temples and Sheji altars of soil and grain from the Western Han and Xin Mang periods were
distributed in and around the Han capital of Chang’an. The temples of the Taishang Huang and Emperor Gaozu were located
within the city, while those of emperors from Hui to Ping were situated near their respective mausoleums. Additional temple
complexes were also constructed beside the tombs of Taishang Huang and Emperor Gaozu. The ancestral temple complex of
the Xin Mang regime was located in the southern suburbs of Chang’an and corresponds to architectural remains numbered 1
through 12. Foundations nos. 13 and 14 have previously been identified by scholars as the Sheji altars of soil and grain of the
Western Han and Xin Mang periods, respectively. Recent surveys in the area of foundation no. 14 uncovered two new sites:
one in the southern part of the space between the inner and outer enclosures on the western side of the complex, and another
in the northern part of the same zone. This article proposes that these newly discovered features correspond to the official She

altar of soil and Ji altar of grain of the Western Han and Xin Mang periods.
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