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Coffin Chamber Size Reflecting the Social Stratum of the Jin State

during the Western Zhou and Spring and Autumn Period: with
a Comment on the Ritual Ranking System of Ding in the Zhou
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Abstract: The Ritual Ranking System of Ding has long been a major research topic in Archaeology of the
Xia, Shang and Zhou dynasties. By drawing the scatter diagram and analyzing the length and width
data of 394 groups of coffin chambers of Jin State tombs from the Western Zhou dynasty and the Spring
and Autumn Period, it can be found that the tombs of Jin State in the Spring and Autumn Period are
roughly divided into four grades, and the tombs of Jin State in the Western Zhou dynasty are divided
into two to three grades. Further analysis of the application of Ding in tombs of various grades shows
that there are two situations when it comes to burial Dings: one is that complete sets of Dings are
buried, while the other is that only one set of Dings is scraped together, or the number of Dings is not
enough. This difference explicitly reflects the different social classes of the Jin State in the Western
Zhou dynasty and the Spring and Autumn Period and provides a new perspective for further studying
the ritual ranking system of Ding in the Zhou dynasty.
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