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ABSTRACT: The exact route and formation process of the early Qin—Shu road system, a key component of the ancient
Shudao network, has long been a subject of scholarly debate—one that cannot be resolved through historical records alone.
This study highlights the value of archacology in addressing historical-geographical questions, particularly in the study of early
transportation systems. By systematically analyzing the discovery and spatial distribution patterns of archaeological remains
across the Chengdu Plain, this paper draws on multiple indicators—including site quantity, density, type, scale, and hierarchical
level—to reassess the trajectory of early routes. The findings suggest that the early traffic route north of present-day Chengdu
did not align with the Han-Dynasty and later path of the Jinniu Road. Rather, it appears to have run further northwest across the
plain and was more complex than previously assumed, with alternating and coexisting southern and northern routes at different
historical stages. This investigation represents a valuable attempt to employ archaeological evidence in resolving longstanding

historical-geographical debates.
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