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ABSTRACT: Several tombs at the Xiaomintun bronze foundry site were intentionally interred with artifacts associated
with bronze casting, suggesting that the tomb occupants were bronze casting artisans. Distinctive burial customs observed
among certain artisan groups include those that were buried with narrow long-handled bronze knives, grey earthenware /i
tripods, and lead ritual vessels. Evidence points to hierarchical distinctions among the bronze casters, possibly related to lineage-
based or familial organization. Within this community were both full-time specialized artisans and part-time craftsmen who may
have served as soldiers during wartime. Women also appear to have participated in bronze production. Members of the ‘tian’
(OR) group, identified by their use of the X emblem, were involved in operations at the Xiaomintun foundry. By the late Shang
period, the ‘tian’ group maintained close interactions with the Lijiaya culture community, suggesting a possible connection

between the bronze production of the Lijiaya culture and the ‘tian’ group.
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