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ABSTRACT: The graphic symbols unearthed from the Shuangyuancun cemetery indicate that the paleographic signs of
the Ba-Shu region were closely intertwined with the early beliefs of the ancient Shu people. These symbols likely served as
visual and symbolic expressions of spiritual traditions in early Shu society. Two major phases of transformation in the Ba-Shu
symbolic system can be identified: the transition from the late Spring and Autumn period to the early Warring States period,
and from the mid to late Warring States period. Over time, these symbols underwent ongoing refinement, reinterpretation, and
transformation. From the mid-Warring States period onward, their role as expressions of spiritual belief gradually waned, while
their function as markers of group identity and affiliation became increasingly prominent—reflecting broader patterns of identity
negotiation. Consequently, the interpretation of Ba-Shu symbols must be contextualized within their specific social and historical
settings. A single symbol may convey different meanings across periods, and a consistent idea may be represented by diverse

symbolic forms, varying with time and community.
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