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ABSTRACT: During the mid-to-late Eastern Han period, the Ba and Shu regions commonly adorned stone

Jade Object Imagery  Han Stelae  Ba and Shu Regions  “New Text Confucianism”

stelae with ritual jade object imagery, including images of gui tablets, bi discs, zhang blades, and huang pendants.
The archaeologically excavated Wang Xiaoyuan Stele confirms that while transmitted ink rubbings in antiquarian
collections show inaccuracies in reproducing these motifs, their authenticity is beyond doubt. Jade object imagery
and the ox-head motif formed a “ritual jade and sacrificial animal” assemblage functioning as votive icons for
seasonal worship and auspicious blessings. The flourishing of “New Text Confucianism” (jinwen jingxue) in
Ba and Shu during the same period likely provided the intellectual framework for these motifs’ emergence and
prevalence. Meanwhile, Han Dyansty Ba and Shu stelae and que gate-towers resembled each other in form and
decorative motifs, revealing distinctive regional characteristics that prioritized ornamentation while blending

ritual functionality with an immortal milieu.
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