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Abstract: The shapes and decorative patterns of the archaistic pottery unearthed from Yuan dynasty
tombs in the Guanzhong region were mostly imitations of the ritual vessels illustrated in Xinding Sanli
Tu The Newly Edited Illustrations of the Three Rites compiled by Nie Chongyi during the Northern Song
Dynasty. The Yuan-dynasty cemetery of the Zhao family discovered in 2021 in Xinxiaozhai, Xi’an, dates
from the 4th year of the Zhiyuan Era of the Great Yuan (1267 AD) to the late Yuan period. Most of the
archaistic pottery items unearthed at the site appeared in sets. Corresponding vessel shapes and illustrations
can be identified in historical texts such as Sanli Tu The Illustrations of the Three Rites and Xuanhe Bogu
Tu Xuanhe Illustrated Catalogue of Antiquities. This study analyzes the types and assemblages of archaistic
pottery found in the Zhao family tombs, providing a clearer understanding of the characteristics and
development of such pottery in Yuan-dynasty tombs in the Guanzhong region. It reveals changes in reference
models for similar vessel types over time and builds on previous research to further interpret the widespread
practice of burying such archaistic pottery in Yuan-dynasty tombs as a distinctive regional funerary tradition.
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