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Disruption and Reshaping: The Staged Impact of the Westward Expansion of
Dawenkou Culture on the Central Plains
QIN Cun-yu

(School of History and Culture, Henan University, Kaifeng, Henan, 475001)

Abstract: The westward expansion of Dawenkou Culture had a profound and multi—phased impact on
cultural and social transformations in the heart of the Central Plains. In the first phase, this expansion con-
tributed to the emergence of the Qinwangzhai Culture, which in turn played a key role in integrating the
Zhengzhou area, the Shaying River basin, the Yiluo River basin, and the southern foothills of the Taihang
Mountains. During the second phase, these regions underwent a process of “Dawenkou—ization,” as external
artifacts and populations were increasingly absorbed, leading to significant shifts in local cultural traits and
settlement patterns. The societal center in the Central Plains began to shift from the tri—border area of
Shaanxi, Henan, and Shanxi toward the Songshan region. In the third phase, the Dawenkou expansion re-
shaped the broader cultural landscape of the Central Plains. While the Qinwangzhai Culture continued to
persist in the Zhengzhou area, other regions were gradually incorporated into the developmental trajectory of
Dawenkou and Late Miaodigou Phase Il Cultures, or gave rise to new cultural types.

Key words: Dawenkou Culture; Qinwangzhai Culture; Central Plains heartland; cultural interaction
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