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Abstract: The inscribed symbols of the Shuangdun Culture are important material evidence for the research into the origins
of early Chinese writing. Previous research has been dominated by graphemics, while studies of the archaeological context,
especially the life cycle of the pottery bearing the symbols, have been relatively limited. This article examines the inscribed
symbols discovered at the Shuangdun Site by observing their correlation with the selection of raw materials, the air-drying of

pottery, the discarding of pottery and other aspects, and emphasizes the importance of the research into archaeological context to
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the understanding of prehistoric inscribed symbols.
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