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KEYWORDS: Qin Xianyang City  Suburbs
Prefecture-County System

ABSTRACT: During the mid to late Warring States period, the relocation of the Qin capital to Xianyang

Small and Medium-sized Tombs  Settlement System

profoundly influenced the development of suburban areas surrounding the city, leading to structural reorganization of
settlement patterns and spatial organization in the region. Prior to the move, burial grounds in the area were relatively
simple in structure and slow to expand, with tombs generally small in scale and low in rank, showing limited
social differentiation. The settlement system likely revolved around the walled settlement of “Du” and consisted of
scattered small-scale communities. After the establishment of Xianyang as the capital, characteristics of suburban
cemeteries underwent a marked shift. Based on their distance from the capital, scale and layout of cemeteries,
tomb features, and cultural elements, these burial grounds can be classified into three categories, corresponding
respectively to cemeteries of the capital residents, county-town inhabitants, and rural village populations. This

reflects the emergence of a clearly stratified urban-rural settlement system centered on the capital, Xianyang.
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