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The Impacts of Historical Facts on Archaeological Evidence

in the Research of the Origin of the State
XIE Wei-yang

(Institute of Ancient Civilization of Shanghai University, Shanghai, 200444)

Abstract: While it is necessary to apply anthropological concepts and methodologies in studying the or-
igin of the state, it is important to be aware of their limitations on individual cases. It is therefore essential to
conduct integrative study on individual cases with special focus to be put on the historical facts of the long
time period when the nation was forming and existing. The method to evaluate the archaeological data to the
same criteria as that of material evidences is arguable. The evidence identified by this method to support the
existence of the state is therefore insufficient. The impacts of historical facts on these archaeological eviden -
ces should be more valued. In identifying the significance of the major sites of the late Neolithic age, which
have gained great academic attention, the historical facts that have played important roles in China’ s early
history, for examples, those that directly showed how the state system worked, those that verified the exis-
tence and development of the state system as a legal practice, and the long—term results of the state system,
should be paid with more attention.

Key words: study of the origin of the state; historical facts; archaeological evidence; anthropological

concepts and methodologies; case study; material evidence



