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Abstract : It is very clear that Erlitou Site was used from the Erlitou culture period to the lower Erligang culture pe-
riod. This is because not only ritual bronze vessels of the Erlitou culture but also those of the Erligang culture have
been found at this site. The author has explained the process of change behind bronze vessels from the changeable
combination of multiple clay molds. Simply speaking, it is believed that the double outer molds of “Jue” and “Jia”
in the Erlitou culture period changed to the triple outer molds of the lower Erligang culture period in addition to
“Ding”. Nevertheless, bronze slag and crucibles for making bronzes from the latter half of the Erlitou 4th period to
the Erligang culture period were found in Trenches No. 25 and No. 26 at Erlitou Site, where Building Foundation
No. 4 is located in the 5th area, a place existing during the Erlitou culture period. This indicates that the bronze
workshop in the 4th area of the Erlitou culture period moved to the bronze workshop in the 5th area of the Erli-
gang period. This movement of the bronze workshop started during the latter half of the Erlitou 4th period. This
period suggests that Shang people arrived at Erlitou Site and occupied it to produce ritual bronze vessels for Shang
people at the same time that they constructed the Yanshi Shang walled city near Erlitou Site. It is thought that
“Ding” with a type of three molds technique found at Grave No. 1 in the 5th area of Erlitou Site were produced
at the bronze workshop in the 5th area of Erlitou Site at the beginning of the Shang period.
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