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Abstract : The cognition of the ancient attribute of the Erlitou culture in academia has experienced the change of
“Xibo theory ” to “Xia theory in whole or main part”. Under the background of the current "basic consensus" on
the latter, the voice of persisting, revisiting and tending to “Half is Xia and half is Shang ” or “Main part is
Shang” in the ancient attribute of the Erlitou culture has continued to emerge in the new century, which constitutes
the current research. The analysis shows that the divergence in the multidisciplinary combination, the probabilities of
the relationship between culture and ancient history attributes, and the differences in the understanding of the charac-
teristics of archaeology are the inevitable factors that make this situation. The conclusive ancient history construction
system related to the Xia—Shang culture research initiated by Mr. Zou Heng and its subsequent development on this
basis are the most convincing understanding at present, but controversy will continue to exist. In the future research,
we should continue to expand the breadth and depth of research and strengthen the discussion of theories and meth-
ods on the basis of coexistence of different discourese systems. This is the only way to promote the study of Erlitou
culture, and it will also provide useful lessons for the study of ancient history.

Key Words : Editou culture; ancient history attributes; new situation; introspection
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