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Abstract : Elite burials in the No. 3 palace at Erlitou are of the highest rank among all tombs dating to the early
Erlitou culture. This article analyses features of diverse regional traditions that can be observed in those tombs, in the
background of the palatial —area construction. The author argues that those burials should be investigated in the con-

text of the making of political power. The location and the diverse regional features should be related to efforts to

strengthen the kingship.
Key Words : Erlitou site; Burial; Early state; Kingship
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