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Abstract: Multiple sacrificial remains have been found in the north of the palatial area at the Erlitou site,
which include round rammed- earth tan and square— shaped concave kan. Combined with oracle— bone
inscriptions and historical documents, the author argues that those sacrificial remains should be she, the
different shapes of which should be for heaven and earth separately. Such tradition originated in the Neolithic
Age, and was sustained till the Qing Dynasty. The sacrificial remains unearthed at Erlitou are significant in
understanding Erlitou and early states.
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