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Abstract: Two major transformations took place in the Central Plains during the fourth phase of the Erlitou
culture. The first one was characterized by the dominant role of the Zhengzhou Shang city in the eastern
Central Plains, while the Erlitou capital declined. The second one was in the late half of the fourth phase,
which featured the phenomenon that the Yanshi Shang city took the previous role of the Erlitou site and
became the center of the Luoyang basin. That the capital shifted from Erlitou to Zhengzhou rooted in the rise
of the Xiaqiyuan elites, which coordinated with the change from the Xia to the Shang dynasty in historical
records.

Keywords: Erlitou IV, Central Plains, interaction, social transformation
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