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Discussion on the Sinicization Process of the Lingnan Region

Zhao Hui

Abstract: In the diverse and integrated landscape of Chinese culture, Lingnan culture was once characterized by strong uniqueness and
independence. However, in the subsequent process of development and evolution, it gradually became integrated into the overall cultural
framework, mainly influenced by the interactions with the northern culture. The research on the “sinicization” process of the early culture
in the Lingnan region should encompass Guangdong, Guangxi, and Fujian, while the study of the cultural development should become
a focus of Lingnan archaeological research nowadays. In the context of Lingnan within the landscape of unity and diversity, the culture of
the Lingnan region was similar in content and synchronized in process. From Jujian to Guangxi, there existed a semi-circular cultural belt
located at the outer edge of the Lingbei agricultural and cultural zone. In most of the time, the culture of the Lingnan region appeared
to be passive and reactive, influenced more by the Lingbei agricultural and cultural zone, with more acceptance and less feedback. The
cultural development of Lingnan can be divided into three major stages. The first stage occupied the majority of the Neolithic period.
During this time, Lingnan remained in a gathering economy without grain agriculture. However, with the strong rise of local culture and
the unprecedentedly active exchanges between northern and southern cultures, cultural relations became complex and were no longer
a one-way transmission from the north to the south. The earliest appearance of the Hengling type of stamped hard pottery and proto-
porcelain system implied that a new path of development distinct from the Central Plains society emerged in the Lingnan region. The
second stage covered the Shang and Zhou dynasties, during which the culture, systems, and even thoughts from the north penetrated
into Lingnan in all aspects, laying the foundation for further sinicization of the Lingnan culture. The third stage was the Qin and Han

dynasties, when the Han culture gradually showed momentum in replacing the indigenous culture.

Keywords: Lingnan, Sinicization, Semi-circular Cultural Belt, Stamped Hard Pottery and Proto-Porcelain System



