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Origins and Developments of Chinese Civilization: First Anniversary of General
Secretary Xi Jinping's Important Speech at the Meeting on Cultural Inheritance and
Development
Confirmation of the Prominent Features of Chinese Civilization in the Hongshan
Culture Jia Xiaobing (4)
Continuity and innovation are characteristics that have already formed and
internalized in regional civilizations during prehistoric times, eventually becoming
prominent features of Chinese civilization. The history of pre-Qin thought, from
“Breaking off the way to heaven” to the Zhougong’s practice of establishing social
norms through “creating rites and music”, and further to the “axial breakthrough”
during the Spring and Autumn and Warring States periods, showcases both
continuous changes and innovative development in the field of ideology and
culture. “Breaking off the way to heaven” represents a significant transformation
in integrating belief systems, and archaeological evidence shows that this
transformation can be traced back to the Hongshan Culture during the proto-state era
around 5,800 years ago. The transition from the Hongshan Culture to the Hongshan
Civilization was a result of continuous and innovative development, making
significant contributions to the formation of the prominent features of Chinese

civilization.

Taosi Culture and the Formation of Early China Li Yujie (24)

Taosi is home to the earliest example of an urbanized power base in the heart
of the prehistoric Central Plains. A unique combination of internal and external
pressures, prevalent in the Central Plains region, gave birth to a Taosi culture with
a system of clan rights, worship of ancestral gods, and “kingship” that would serve
as a prototype for governance in Ancient China. It was all-encompassing in reach,

possessed a cohesive internal structure, and transcended lineage, ethnicity, and
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