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ABSTRACTS

The Relativity of the Human Rights Universality Mao Junzxiang < 126 «

The universality of human rights is a disputed theoretical issue. By combing
through the development and evolution of the movement for human rights
universalization, as well as the spatiotemporal changes in the demands for human
rights universality, from the perspectives of moral rights, legal rights, and political
power, we can illustrate the historical and contemporary contexts that underpin the
proposition of human rights universality and reveal the relativistic factors embedded
within the concept of human rights universality. Human rights are a shared goal for
human community, and the value of human rights commands universal significance.
Absolute universality of human rights encompassing all levels is untenable, and the
universality of human rights is thus relative. While human rights concepts, subjects,
systems, standards, institutions, and models all contain human rights values, they
also show relativity. The relativity of human rights is universal and it manifests as a
form of human rights diversity in different regions, countries, and societies. Under
the guidance of universal human rights values, the human rights concepts, subjects,
systems, standards, institutions, and practices of various countries continue to
converge, forming the principle of human rights universality. The universality of
human rights displays a unity between the value universality and cultural diversity.

Digital Modernity: Discourse Paradigm of Chinese New Media Literary and Artistic
Theory Shan Xiaoxi * 147 «

Digital modernity is the defining characteristic of the discourse paradigm
underpinning China’s new media literary and artistic theory. The expression of this
new form of modernity, which emerged in the digital era, differs significantly from
the “pseudo-sincere” stylistic tendencies observed in Western new media literature,
which is often characterized by immaturity, superficial truth, and an obsession with
solemnity. In contrast, China’s new media literature emphasizes serious themes,
sincere narratives, a focus on reality, and the articulation of the Chinese experience.
Unlike the humanism of the modernistic literary and artistic discourse paradigm and
the neo-humanism of the constructive post-modernistic literary and artistic discourse
paradigm, the discourse paradigm of Chinese new media literary and artistic theory
strives to construct the values of digital humanism. In contrast to the grand
narratives of the modernistic literary and artistic discourse paradigm and the small,
marginal, and local narratives of the post-modernistic literary and artistic discourse
paradigm, the Chinese new media literary and artistic discourse paradigm aims to
construct a narrative mode of a digital “constellation.”

Archaeological Observations on the Path and Pattern of the Origin of Chinese
Civilization in the Central Plains Wei Xingtao « 166 »

The origin of Chinese civilization reflects an evolutionary transition from
diversity to unity, with the Central Plains standing out as a key area in this process.
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Archaeological discoveries in this area, particularly in western Henan Province and
southwestern Shanxi Province, provide crucial insights into the paths and patterns
that shaped the origins of Chinese civilization. The Neolithic civilization in western
Henan and southwestern Shanxi primarily emerged during the middle stage of the
Yangshao culture and the two subsequent periods: the Miaodigou Il and Longshan
eras. The former represents the outcomes of prolonged cultural development and
gradual social progress. It demonstrates that the initial civilization of the Central
Plains followed a gradual development trajectory, characterized by the prevalence of
secular ideas and pragmatic thought, which established the foundational
characteristics and stylistic direction of ancient Chinese civilization. In contrast, the
latter, exemplified by the Qingliangsi Cemetery, shows pronounced stratification and
a strong prevalence of primitive religious superstitions. This mode reflects the
integration of cultural factors from surrounding areas into the Central Plains,
marking an early stage of diversified civilization development. These two evolutionary
modes reveal the early characteristics of the diversified and integrated Chinese
civilization. Following the period of diversification and the convergence of factors
from neighboring regions, Chinese civilization advanced to a higher stage of
development, culminating in the splendid and mature civilization of the Three

Dynasties.

The State-Building of China and Europe under the Impact of the “Crisis of the 17th
Century” Zhu Hu * 188 »

Under the impact of the global crisis of the 17th century, both China and Europe
experienced large-scale state collapse and initiated new rounds of state-building,
shaped by their respective political logic. During the Qing dynasty, China achieved
multi-ethnic and large-scale national unification by reconstructing the concept of Da-
yi-tong (great unification). In Europe, the modern natural law school of state
doctrine emerged, laying the political theoretical foundation for the Westphalian
system. China, as the dominant power in East Asia during the Qing dynasty,
refrained from pursuing the kind of hegemonic supremacy typical of traditional
Western empires. Instead, it effectively maintained long-lasting peace throughout
East Asia. In contrast, the European multinational system, which aimed at achieving
a power equilibrium and enduring peace, remained burdened by the pressures of war
arising from inter-state competition for survival. These pressures fueled both the
“military revolution” and the “scientific revolution.” To judge whether China’ s
national evolution from the Ming to Qing dynasties was progressive solely through
the lens of state theory derived from the European experience is inevitably a one-sided

perspective rooted in “Eurocentrism.”
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