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The Role of Panlongcheng in the Development of Chinese Civilization
ZHANG Changping
(Wuhan, Hubei 430072)

Abstract: The year 2024 marks the seventieth anniversary of the discovery and the fiftieth anniver-
sary of the archaeological excavation at the Panlongcheng site. This article attempts to summarize the
historical significance of Panlongcheng and the importance of the archaeological work conducted there.
Panlongcheng is well-known as the highest-ranking and largest site with the richest remains from the
Xia and early Shang periods in the Yangtze River Valley. The archaeology of Panlongcheng provided
the first empirical evidence that the territories of the Xia and Shang dynasties extended into the Yangtze
River Valley, facilitating the recognition that both the Yangtze and Yellow River Valleys were cradles
of Chinese civilization. Furthermore, Panlongcheng holds a significant position in the progress of Chi-
nese civilization. First of all, it was the administrative center established by the Xia and Shang dynasties
in the Yangtze River Valley, initiating the central-local governance model in ancient China. Moreover,
the site also introduced bronze civilization to the Yangtze River Valley, further advancing its cultural
development. In the end, Panlongcheng acted as a link between the Yellow River and the Yangtze Riv-
er, forming a dual-river structure within the broader context of river civilization.

Keywords: Panlongcheng; Yangtze River Valley; civilization development
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