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Palace Museum Journal

From the Origins of Civilization to Classical China: A Study on the
Construction of Archaeology of China’s Classical Age

Huo Wei

ABSTRACT: China has an ancient civilization with the long history of evolution in the
world, which is fully documented in the succession system of early Chinese history
concerning the origins of Chinese civilization. With the advancement of major initiatives
such as the ‘Archaeology of China’ and the ‘Tracing the Origins of Chinese Civilization’,
significant breakthroughs have been made, confirming that Chinese civilization spans a
‘one million-year human history, a ten-thousand-year cultural history, and a five-thousand-
year history of civilization’. The same way as other ancient civilizations in the world, the
Chinese people create their own classical era civilization and esteblish the ‘Classical China’
that develops from the Xia-Shang-Zhou dynasties’ civilization to the unified, multi-ethnic
empire under the Qin and the Han dynasties. Classical China not only has preserved the
core elements of ancient Chinese culture but also has made continuous innovation by
assimilating and integrating excellent cultural contributions from neighboring ethnic groups
beyond the Central Plains and the achievements of other ancient world civilizations. These
influences have been merged, refined, and elevated, ultimately shaping the profound and
expansive Chinese traditional culture characterized by its unique temperament. Therefore,
constructing an independent knowledge system for China’s classical era archaeology with
Chinese characteristics, style and demeanor becomes a pressing task in the development of
the discipline, and it is simultaneously regarded as the historical mission entrusted to the
Chinese archaeology by the times.

KEYWORDS: Chinese civilization; traditional culture; the classical age

The ‘World Civilization’ Model of the Early Chinese Civilization
Han Jianye

ABSTRACT: The early Chinese civilization is constructed with the cultural circles under the
ideas of the ‘Unification under the Heaven’( K N ) , the ‘World View of Monism’(‘ —JG’
FH M) and the ‘Multi-Ethnics as One Family’(‘ 2 57 —1{4<"), and the political circle of ‘Grand
Unification’ ( K—%; )as well. Essentially it, with the pursuit of ‘integration’ and ‘unification’
yet the tendency of diversified development and changes, adheres to the mainstream
tradition for a long time and keeps open and inclusive, followed by the making of the ‘World
Civilization'( X F 3C B ) model as a highly stable integrated cultural entity with a super
stable core-circle structure, which is different from the city-state civilization model and
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