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ABSTRACTS

actions on the environment and the feedback of environmental changes on its own
states. Only when the system perceives itself as an active node within the causal
chain and can, on this basis, conduct counterfactual simulation and introspection,
does it acquire the structural foundation for genuine machine consciousness. This
framework offers both rigorous philosophical guidance and a feasible technical
pathway for building artificial intelligence systems endowed with genuine

consciousness and semantic understanding.
Exploring the Ethical Dimensions of AI-Generated Art Ouyang Youquan * 123 ¢

Artificial intelligence ( AI) brings to art not only new creative tools and
transformed artistic forms but also pressing challenges to artistic ethics. The ethical
problem of Al-generated art arises from anthropocentric tendencies in the relationship
between technology and humanity. Its theoretical logic takes shape as a philosophy of
subjectivity expressed in both utopian aspirations at the instrumental level and ethical
anxieties at the value level. Al’ s “anthropomorphic” intelligence continually
reinforces a “ pseudo-subjectivity,” generating artistic philosophical derivatives
characterized by ethical constancy, identity formation, and material substitution.
This risks precipitating a “Ship of Theseus” paradox at the humanistic-ethical level.
To guard against the “non-human ethics” of Al-generated art, we must establish a
value-aligned belief system defining the boundaries of posthuman intelligence ethics.
Humanistic values must provide the basis for legislating future Al-generated art,
constructing an “ethical green dam” through both technological ethics and value
empowerment. This framework should be complemented by technological, legal,
and moral safeguards to mitigate ethical risks and endow Al-generated art with
ethical value. Only in this way can the art produced by AI’s “technological Rubik’s
Cube” remain a spiritual haven where humanity may dwell poetically.

The Diversity and Integration of Bronze Cultures in Southwest China
Shi Jinsong * 145

The bronze cultures of Southwest China together formed a distinctive cultural
unit within the Chinese Bronze Age. This unit encompassed three cultural zones: the
Sichuan Basin, the Western Sichuan Plateau, and the Yunnan-Guizhou Plateau.
While these regions shared certain features, their cultural and social development
processes also differed considerably. The diversity of Southwest bronze cultures was
shaped by a complex interplay of factors: varied geographical and ecological
environments, the coexistence of multiple ethnic groups, multi-layered channels of
regional interaction, and divergent choices and techniques in bronze-making
technologies. After reaching their respective peaks, the local bronze cultures
gradually began to merge with the culture of the Central Plains. Several key factors
propelled the integration of the region’s complex and diverse bronze cultures: the
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enduring centripetal pull generated by the “double-petaled flower” structure of
prehistoric Chinese culture; the multiple strategies of development and governance
implemented by the Qin and Han dynasties in the southwest; the spread of iron tools
and smelting technologies; the growth of agricultural economies; and the

introduction and use of Chinese writing.

The “Dual-Track Fiscal System” in the Qing Dynasty and State Fiscal Capacity: An
Analysis from the Perspective of Credible Commitment
Hao Yu and Liu Zhengcheng « 163 *

Inter-government fiscal arrangements in the Qing dynasty were characterized by
a “dual-track fiscal system” in which a formal system with a central budget of legal
revenues and expenses coexisted with an informal, decentralized local fiscal system
financed by miscellaneous extra-legal taxes. From the standpoint of dynamic game
theory, this arrangement reflected the central government’ s inability to credibly
commit not to infringe upon the formal fiscal powers of subordinate governments,

)

producing an “institutional equilibrium” in the game between central and local
authorities. Over the long term, reforms that sought to establish formal, on-budget
fiscal decentralization invariably failed, reverting to the dual-track equilibrium. This
structure impeded the expansion of the Qing state’s fiscal capacity and hindered the
modernization of its fiscal and financial institutions. A systematic analysis of
intergovernmental fiscal relations and their underlying game mechanisms based on
economic theories provides a new analytical framework for understanding the

evolution of fiscal institutions in Chinese history.

The “Neo-Colonialist” Discursive Essence of the US Open Door Policy
Ma Jianbiao and Xu Gao « 185

At the turn of the twentieth century, US foreign policy strategically shifted from
“continental expansion” to “overseas expansion.” Facing a relatively disadvantaged
position in East Asia, the US abandoned the European model of territorial partition
and instead pursued a “neo-colonial” strategy centered on political control, economic
exploitation, and cultural penetration. While publicly proclaiming the banners of

)

“preserving China” and “equal opportunity,” the US concealed its ambition to
monopolize China’ s vast future market. By framing the Open Door Policy as a
“progressive” scheme in opposition to territorial annexation, it sought to gain
undeserved praise and broad international support. In essence, the Open Door Policy
constituted a typical “neo-colonial” discourse: it skillfully exploited the international-
legal rhetoric of “anti-colonialism” to serve American economic expansion and

regional dominance.
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