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ABSTRACT: From the architectural component parts unearthed from the imperial temple remains at
Baomacheng Site in Antu County, Jilin Province, some ridge tiles are identified. According to the relevant records in
Yingzao Fashi (State Building Standards) of the Song Dynasty, with the references of the extant architectural examples
of the Tang, Song, Liao, Jin and Yuan Dynasties and archaeologically unearthed ridge tiles, the making methods of the
ridge tiles can be concretely analyzed. The ridge tiles mainly consisted of two types, namely the tiaozi wa (quartered
roof tile) and xiandao wa (halved roof tile); seen from the extant cases, they would be produced out of the flat tiles and
semi-cylindrical tiles. The ridge-building methods and their evolution process from the Northern Dynasties Period to
the Yuan Dynasty showed that the early years of the Yuan Dynasty is the key period for the change of the ridge-building
methods from piling the ridge tiles to applying the prefabricated ridge caps.
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