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Abstract:

There was once a route on the prairie connecting Europe and Asia before Emperor Wu Di of the
Western Han Dynasty opened the Silk Road. As amobile carrier, the nomadic peoples on the prairie
route had been a bridge connecting and spreading East and West cultures. The carved statues,
as an art, were the product of this kind of exchanges. This paper examined the historical
background of the six large statues of people from Middle and West Asia nationalities (Hu People),
elaborated on the origin of carved-stone art and the impact of Europe—Asia cultural exchanges
on the carved-stone art in the Qin and Han dynasties and earlier times.During the Qin and Han
Dynasty, it was a common practice to erect a bronze statue of a person in front of a palace.
Erecting a stone statue of a person in front of a tomb was mimicking the bronze statue. After
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Zhang Qian connected China and the small countries in Middle and West Asia, a new wave of cultures
entered China and then stone sculptures on the tomb emerged. The earliest stone sculptures was
found on the tomb of Huo Qubing. It was a sculpture of a horse trampling on a Hun person. If
this sculpture was a portraiture of warfare, then the carved-stone statues of persons from Middle
and West Asia nationalities dug up in Shandong province was a reflection of nationalities
integration during peacetime. These large carved—stone statues of people of Middle and West Asia
nationalities might be the ministers or generals (military officers) of the tomb host. This,
in a certain degree, played back the scenario that people from Middle and West Asia had been
officials in the Han Dynasty. The statues of Hu people dug up in Shandong Province and the so
many stone sculptures on the tombs show that China at that time was receptive to alien cultures

They also reflect that China’ s ironware manufacturing was advanced at that time.
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