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Abstract: Analyses of cemetery forms and cemetery tiers contribute to the study of cemetery structure and contemporary social

structure. According to basic form and development pattern, Xisima Cemetery, whose cemetery structure is similar to that of Zone

No.4 in western Yinxu site, can be divided into two zones and four tiers. Two types of tombs discovered in Xisima Cemetery

should belong to different ethic groups. The entire cemetery illustrates a geo-organization based on consanguinity and consisting

of societal units of at least two levels—the core family and the extended family.
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