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Changes in the Environment of Panlongcheng as Seen through its Drainage System
Zou Qiushi
(Wuhan, Hubei 430072)

Abstract: The present study builds on underwater archaeology work previously conducted at Pan-
longcheng, and using information from remote sensing and maps of the site, it clarifies the situation of
the drainage system of the Panlongcheng settlement site. It points out that the water levels of the rivers
and lakes surrounding Panlongcheng were substantially higher during the Shang period than today, but
that reclamation of land through diking during the Ming dynasty and later altered the structure and lay-
out of the area’s drainage system, leading to the overflow of the Fuhe, Panlonghu, and Pokouhu, all of
which directly border Panlongcheng, and resulting in the submerging of portions of the site.

Keywords: Panlongcheng site; river; lake; water level; environmental change
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Examining High-ranking Elites through Jade ge Excavated from Panlongcheng
Zhang Changping
(Wuhan, Hubei 430072)

Abstract: Jades are similar to bronze ritual vessels in that they are the primary symbols of elite stat-
ues during the Shang and Western Zhou periods. The present study discusses how jade ge, jade shafts,
and bronze ritual vessels materialize elite identity based on examinations of these artifacts among the
grave good assemblages of Zhengzhou Shangcheng and Panlongcheng burials. Based on the evidence of
large-sized jade ge in combination with sets of bronze ritual vessels, we conclude that 13 burials at Pan-
longcheng exhibit signs of being among the highest ranking burials, comparable to that seen at Taixi and
Daxinzhuang, and further that such high-ranking burials have yet to be found at Zhengzhou Shangcheng.

Keywords: Proto-Shang Period; Panlongcheng; high-ranking burials, jade ge.
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