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Abstract: Social Archaeology can provide a very important perspective in archaeological research. This
article, based on settlement analysis for the Yanshai city of Shang- Dynasty with its contemporaneous
settlements, points out that the Yanshi settlement should have been the core of a three-level settlement
system of the Erligang Culture in the eastern Luoyang basin. The regional settlement system was part of the
four-level settlement system of the Erligang Culture at large. The author conducts an analysis of the burials
unearthed at the Yanshi settlement. It shows that there was a lack of high and middle ranks of burials. In
general, this settlement was the center of the region and a secondary center of the Erligang Culture, which
may have been the core of the Erligang Culture occasionally.
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