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Bronze Ritual Vessel Making Ideas Seen from the Zeng Zhongyoufu Hu-vase
Zhang Changping

In 1966, 97 bronzes of the Zeng State at the transitional period between the Western and Eastern Zhou,
including nine gradational ding—tripods (lieding), were unearthed at Sujialong in Jingshan, Hubei. This is
an important discovery of the Western and Eastern Zhou Archaeology. In this bronze group, there are
two Zeng Zhongyoufu ' #1745 square hu-vases, the decors of which with impoverished curves as the
main motif were different from that of the square hu-vases of the Zhou Culture system of the same
period, and therefore they attracted high evaluation and attention of the scholars and academic societies
both at home and abroad. This paper suggests that the designing of the decors of the Zeng Zhongyoufu
B iF4L square hu-vases was plagiarized from that of the circular hu-vases of the Zeng State, and the
design of the latter was from the political center of the Zhou Empire in the late Western Zhou Dynasty.
Meanwhile, the arrangement and making of the inscriptions of these square hu—vases did not follow the
usual rules, and the designing, casting and patching of them also all had technical flaws. Therefore, the
making of these two square hu—vases was coarse, but their huge volumes and heavy bodies hinted the
controlling of the Zeng State to the bronze material resources. The modern aesthetic standards emphasize
innovation, but in the Shang and Zhou Dynasties, the making of the ritual vessels should follow the rules

of the ritual system: the appreciation ideas in these two times are different.
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