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Call the Soul Back to the Tomb: Burial of Summoning Soul in the Middle Ages
Li Meitian, Li Tong
(Beijing 100872)

Abstract: The summoning soul burial, mostly prevailing in Eastern Jin and Tang dynasties, was a
kind of special burial tradition. This special burial was used when the corpse was unavailable in case of
abnormal death. It is a reflection of the dual functions of burial: bury the corpse and comfort the soul.
The change of burial function is an important reason for the occurrence of soul burial. After Han dy-
nasty tombs, just like the ancestral halls, had become the place of comforting the soul, thus a tomb was
not only a burial chamber, but also an important place for sacrifice. This paper also discusses some in-
tentional arrangements such as the image configurations, ritual space, and epitaph contents in the soul
burial tradition.

Keywords: Soul Burials, Body-hidden in the tomb, Soul-comforting in the temple, Sacrifice space
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