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Research on the Identity of the Occupant of the Tang Dynasty Tomb with Wall
Paintings at Shaanxi Tenth Cotton Plant

Lu Yahui

Abstract: The tomb M7 located at Shaanxi Tenth Cotton Plant was excavated by Shanxi Provincial Institute of Archacology in 1996. The
excavation bulletin of the tomb was published in Archacology and Cultural Relics in 2002. We had no idea who the occupant of the tomb
was for lack of the epitaph. However, based on the analysis of the gold-traced figurines, the Chinese Zodiac Figurines and the Music and
Dancing Picture, the occupant of the tomb should be a member among the Tangyuan-Gongchen Bloc, the Royal Guard called Longwu
or the Eunuch. The people who were attached to the particular cultural-political power bloc had the similar life experience, status and
situation, so their tombs and the funerary objects often show certain commonalities. They were identified with the Tang dynasty’s political

culture instead of ethnic groups or regions.

Keywords: Tang Mural Tomb, The Chinese Zodiac Figurines, The Music and Dancing Picture, Cultural-Political Power Bloc
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