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Abstract: February 19, 2021 marks the first discovery of a bronze kneeling statue with
a Zun-vessel on its head in the No. 3 sacrificial pit of the Sanxingdui site.On May 29, 2021, the
object was fully exposed. It consists of two parts,with the upper part being a wide-mouth Zun,and
the lower part being a kneeling statue. The bronze statue has both hands clasped together, right
hand in and left hand out, seemingly holding something unknown. He is in a kneeling position with
knees apart, the left leg has already shifted from the original position, and a crack splits the right
leg from the body. This might be the origin of the etiquette in which the inferior kneels before the
superior.Kneeling as a humble gesture and holding a heavy treasure on top of the head is probably
the standard posture when Sanxingdui ancestors worship their deity.

Key Words: Sanxingdui Site, Sacrificial pit, Bronze kneeling statue with a Zun-vessel on
its head, Worshiping the Deity
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