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Abstract : During the Neolithic pe riod of Liaoxi area, nearly 50 statues of different materials with great academic
meaning have been unearthed from Xiaohexi Culture to Xiaoheyan Culture, forming a strong tradition about the
manufacture and utilization of prehistoric statues. This paper focuses on some relevant issues about those statues includ-
ing classification, features and function based on archaeological discoveries. A further study will be carried out aiming

for the intrinsic religious and social values contained in the statues, in order to understand the evolution and civilizing

significance of ancestral worship, celestial worship, phallic and fertility worship in the prehistoric Liaoxi area.
Key Words : Liaoxi area; Prehistoric statues; Feature; Function
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