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ABSTRACT: By placing types into an evolutionary genealogy represented by a biological phylogenetic
tree, Chinese archaeologists had sophisticatedly applied archaeological typology to research no later than the
1940s. Xia Nai and Su Binggi’s understanding and practice of archaeological typology as methodology formed
two traditions: the subtypologizing tradition, focusing on selecting “standard types and subtypes”and emphasizing
relative chronology, and the typologizing tradition, focusing on nuanced characteristics and genealogy. As these
two traditions mutually influenced each other, “types” were further divided into both “types” and “subtypes.” The

former represents horizontal synchronicity, while the latter, vertical diachronicity. They integrated and eventually

developed into an archaeological methodology characterized by “typologizing and subtypologizing.”
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