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How Far Did the Proto—Neolithic Society Proceed: Discussion on the Three Regional Rise and

Fall of the Prehistoric Complex Society in China

Zhang Chi

Northern China, North China Plain, and the Middle and Lower Reaches of the Yangtze River are

core areas for the occurrence and development of China’s proto—agriculture, also the three distinctive

cultural areas of the Neolithic Age. In the late Neolithic Age, a regional rise and fall of the complex

society occurred respectively in these three areas: the first rise and fall happened in the late Hongshan

Culture and the middle Yangshao Culture in Northern China, the second rise and fall took place in the

Liangzhu Culture and the Qujialing—Shijiahe Culture in the Middle and Lower Reaches of the Yangtze

River, and the third rise and fall occurred in the Longshan Culture in the North China Plain. The

Liangzhu civilization was the most developed among them. After the decline of these three areas, only the

Loess Plateau experienced a “New Culture Movement” shortly after the decline of the late Yangshao

Culture, which changed the settlement pattern and introduced herbivorous livestock such as cattle and

sheep and bronze metallurgy from western Eurasia. Therefore, a new culture of half-agriculture and half-

pastoralism was born and gradually replaced the previous culture of proto—agriculture.
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