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A Discussion on Song Dynasty Tombs and Cemeteries
WU Jing' MU Hong—he?

(1. Department of Cultural Heritage and Museology, Fudan University, Shanghai, 200433;
2. School of Archaeology, Jilin University, Changchun, Jilin, 130012)

Abstract: Through a preliminary examination of archaeological materials related to Song Dynasty
tombs and cemeteries, this article summarizes the main characteristics of their temporal and spatial distribu-
tion. It is observed that from the mid to late Northern Song to the Southern Song, there was a transformation
of burial grounds from family cemeteries to individual household cemeteries. On this basis, this article points
out that Song Dynasty tombs and cemeteries significantly reflect certain funeral customs and kinship con-
cepts of that era. They served as crucial spaces for funeral activities during the Song Dynasty and had a last-
ing impact on burial practices, extending into the Yuan, Ming, and Qing dynasties and even into modern
times in some regions.

Key words: Song Dynasty; cemeteries; types; temporal and spatial distribution; social customs; funeral

customs; kinship concepts
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