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Abstract: The Lingbao Xipo site serves as a representative example of large—scale central settlements during
the middle Yangshao culture. Archaeological excavations at Xipo have revealed the prevalent use of
greenish—gray mud or greenish—gray grass—mixed mud in the construction of large and medium-sized
architectural bases and tombs, a practice that is uncommon in other prehistoric sites. Analysis suggests that
the three “cisterns” at the Xipo site were likely utilized as pools for clarifying greenish—gray mud. This mud
was primarily used as a building material for constructing houses. The application of green—gray mud and
grass—mixed mud on the living surfaces, pit walls, and walls of the Xipo architectural base site can be
considered as a pioneering instance of prehistoric white—gray surface construction in China. Similarly, the
usage of green—gray fine mud and grass—mixed mud on various parts of the building site at Xipo can be seen
as a precedent for prehistoric white—gray surface construction in China. The greenish—gray mud found in Xipo
tombs mainly originates from river wetland silt that underwent simple treatment. Its primary purpose is not for
antiseptic purposes but rather as symbolic elements within funeral rituals, representing a distinct collective
consciousness of the Xipo social groups during the middle and late Yangshao culture. It is possible that there
are instances of imitating the funeral rituals of higher—grade tombs within the tombs of slightly lower grades.

Keywords: Xipo site, greenish—gray, pools for clarifying greenish—gray mud, funerary ritual, social stratification
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