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Who Planned and Constructed Lingjiatan?

Zhang Chi

Lingjiatan, located in Hanshan, Anhui Province, is one of the earliest large—scale settlements of the

Neolithic Age. It is situated at the southeastern edge of a fan delta extending from Taihu Mountain into

the plains, bordered by a tributary of the Yuxi River in the south. The settlement was formed by

enclosing the hilltop with inner and outer moats. A canal was built to divert water into the city from the

northeast, and waterways were dredged to discharge water southward into the river, representing a

planned model typical of large settlements in the middle and lower reaches of the Yangtze River after

the late Neolithic period. The east of the hill outside the north gate of the inner moat of the Lingjiatan

settlement was the “altar” cemetery, and the west was the sacrificial area. The cemetery was divided into

the northwest, north, and south areas, the scale of tombs and buried grave goods vary greatly across the

three areas. The southernmost two rows of tombs in the south area are the earliest; occupants of the four

largest tombs at the center are speculated to be the planners and organizers of the settlement.
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