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ABSTRACT: The northern edge of the North China Plain is one of the most important passageways for north-

south cultural interaction. Governance of the northern territories imposed by Central Plains regimes during the Shang

and Zhou periods greatly influenced local cultural patterns, exemplified by the establishment of the Yan state by the

Ji clan during the early Western Zhou. Through analysis of newly available data and archives from the Zhangjiawa

site in Laishui, Hebei, alongside application of cultural attribute analysis, this study discusses the date and dynamics

of the transition from the local Weifang Phase Il culture to the upper Zhangjiayuan culture and the demarcation of

local variants of the upper Zhangjiayuan culture. In addition, it also examines local population structure and Zhou

governance strategy based on the distribution of Western Zhou and upper Zhangjiayuan culture sites, as well as

investigation of tomb hierarchy and burial custom characteristics within the upper Zhangjiayuan culture.
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