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ABSTRACT: The interpretation of imagery on painted pottery has long been a central issue in the study of the Yangshao
culture. It is widely recognized that by the late Banpo phase, the combination of fish and bird motifs had become a prominent
visual theme. Its further development during the Miaodigou phase has also received preliminary scholarly attention. This article
proposes that the theme of oviparity (egg-laying) emerged alongside the fish-bird motif and evolved in parallel as a major
iconographic theme on painted pottery. This includes realistic depictions of fish embryos enclosed within egg membranes, as
well as realistic motifs such as simplified egg shapes, cracked eggshell patterns, and representations of fish or birds emerging
from eggs. The interpretation of these oviparity-related images further underscores the symbolic significance of painted pottery
during the Miaodigou period, reflecting a strong communal aspiration for fertility, vitality, and the flourishing of life. It suggests
the existence of ritual practices associated with these themes, prompting a broader reflection on the religious beliefs of collective

orientation in Yangshao society.
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