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ABSTRACT: During the Shang Dynasty, cowrie shells and jade were both seen as treasures. Cowries, as

exotic prestige goods, functioned as wealth and currency. Jade, while primarily employed in ritual contexts, also

demonstrated monetary characteristics. Both materials were utilized in sacrificial offerings, tribute presentations,

royal bestowals, and commercial transactions. The phrase “ju bei yu” (“accumulating cowries and jade”) in

ancient textual documents implies the accumulation of wealth, primarily through cowrie accumulation. Many

Yinxu burials contained a substantial amount of cowries and jade objects. There are also examples of elite tombs

lacking cowries, while some small-sized tombs included abundant cowries and jade objects. These distinct burial

patterns reflect both ideology and ritual protocols during the late Shang period.
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