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ABSTRACT: The excavation of the Lajia site in Minhe, Qinghai, preliminarily revealed a lot of

previously-unknown phenomena. The results include the discovery of wide ditches, a small-sized square,

and human sacrifices and victims, the ascertainment of the existence of a settlement consisting of cave

dwellings, and the revelation of vestiges of the disasters caused by an earthquake and flood happening

4,000 years ago. These aspects combine to bring to light links of prehistoric disasters with a settlement of

that time, which constitutes an unprecedented achievement. Providing new material for researching into

the origin of ancient civilization, the work marks a great breakthrough in the study of the Qijia culture in

the upper Yellow River valley, and calls for furthering multidisciplinary study in archaeology.
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